
 

 

 
LOTTE Championship presented by Hoakalei  

Hoakalei Country Club | Ewa Beach, Hawaii | Oct. 1-4, 2026 

Wednesday Pre-Tournament Notes 

Sept. 30, 2026 
LPGA ON-SITE COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
Mallory Kinahan, LPGA 
mallory.kinahan@lpga.com  
+1 (631) 796-9459 
 
Matt Jesus, LPGA 
matt.jesus@lpga.com  
+1 (402) 957-4674 
 
 

QUICK LINKS 
Interview Transcripts 
LPGA Tour Online Media Center (OMC): includes 
links to daily and archival tournament information, 
Stats Box, LPGA Statistical Database, photo/video 
assets and more 
Tournament Website 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
LPGA Tour: @LPGA, @LPGAMedia (X), @lpga_tour 
(Instagram, TikTok)  
Tournament: @lottechampionship (Instagram), 
@lpgalotte (X), LPGA LOTTE Championship 
(Facebook)  

 

PRE-TOURNAMENT AVAILABILITY HIGHLIGHTS  
Rolex Rankings No. 2 Jeeno Thitikul 

Transcript | Video 

Thitikul on her initial assessments on how the course is playing this week  

“But I think the most key here is the wind pick up is so strong. I mean, like you might have chance to not be on 

the rain at all or might have a chance to heavy rain plus a heavy wind, which is going to make golf, you know, 

difficult. But I mean, if it's difficult to everyone, it's, I mean, fair. It's difficult to me, too. Not just -- all the Tour 

has the same fields, which is the same weather that we playing. And then it's golf. The show must go on 

anyway. So hopefully we have a friendly weather for us in Hawai'i.” 

 

Rolex Rankings No. 5 Miyu Yamashita 

Transcript | Video 

Yamashita on this course and the challenges on it 

“It was raining today so the greens are soft and the balls are stopping, but this course is really hard in my 

opinion. There is going to be a wind coming from the ocean, from different directions, so I have to manage that 

this week” 
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Rolex Rankings No. 13 Lydia Ko 

Transcript | Video 

Ko on teeing it up for the first time at Hoakalei Country Club since 2022 

“Yeah, I'm super excited to be back. I didn't play particularly well the last time I was here. I think I was 

defending when I did play. So, you know, I kind of came into the week with a different mindset. It's definitely 

nice to be here. I've been in Hawai'i this past week, so I'm trying to get used to the wind and luckily it has died 

down a little bit compared to what we had last week. So it's been nice to see how the golf course has played 

differently just with all the different conditions. But, yeah, I've a lot of great memories here in Hawai'i. I'm 

excited for a great week.” 

 

Rolex Rankings No. 25 Hye Jin Choi 

Transcript | Video 

Choi on what makes the LOTTE Championship so special  

(Through translation.) “I think the location itself. This tournament is placing here in Hawai'i, so Hawai'i itself is 

very special and meaningful. And I also am enjoying the surroundings and of course the environment of 

Hawai'i. As you can see this is my ninth time playing in this tournament, so you can tell that it's really an 

amazing tournament of course.” 

 

Rolex Rankings No. 53 and Defending Champion Youmin Hwang 

Transcript | Video 

Hwang about what she recalls from her victory in 2025 

(Through translation.) “It is really great and happy to be back here again since I had a really great and amazing 

memories from -- great experience here in Hawai'i, Hoakalei tournament. I can recall great and amazing 

memories from last year's competition. I had chance to go through the course yesterday and today and I had a 

chat with my caddie, and those chats and the surroundings here on the green recall my great experience that I 

had here in 2025.” 

 

Sponsor Invite Tagiralani Luafalealo 

Transcript | Video 

Lufalealo on what she learned in her first start on the LPGA Tour at this event last year 

“I think last year was just, again, my first time in Tour so the pressure, the intimidation of the course, the 

atmosphere, the environment was totally different from what I was used to. So I think I took the competition 

and the competitiveness from last year. That's what I learned.” 

 

Sponsor Invite Hyunjo Yoo 

Transcript | Video 

Yoo on getting to compete on the LPGA Tour for five times this season 

(Through translation.) “So as a player who dreamed to be an LPGA player for so many years I would like to take 

this tournament and want to approach this tournament with the mindset of learning from other great players 

as well. I will try to show my great performance during the tournament.” 
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ON LPGA.COM 

Field Breakdown: 2026 LOTTE Championship presented by Hoakalei 

LOTTE Championship presented by Hoakalei: A Look Back at Every Titleholder 

How to Watch the 2026 LOTTE Championship presented by Hoakalei 

Facing Cancer One Shot At a Time 

Top Shots of September 

World Golf Hall of Fame Announces Class of 2027 Finalists 

Golf Saudi Strengthens Long-Term Commitment to Women’s Golf in the Kingdom and on the World Stage 
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